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These incoming students seem pleased with the results of the One-Stop Registration that took 
place last week in the Student Center. 


Campus celebrates 40th anniversary 


Festive events are 
planned for Haverhill 
and Lawrence 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Forty years ago, 186 students 
enrolled at a new college that opened 
its doors at The Greenleaf School, a 
former elementary school in 
Bradford. That college was NECC, 
and it would go on to serve the needs 
of the community and become a step- 
ping stone to countless individuals. 

To honor the college’s 40th year, 
the campus anniversary committee 
has planned a kick-off celebration on 

_ Sept. 30 on the Haverhill campus that 


will include a day of music, dance 
performances and activities for all 
ages. 

The Lawrence campus will join 
the celebration by marking their tenth 
year with a similar event Sept. 29. 

According to Ernestine 
Greenslade, director of public rela- 
tions at NECC, the event will high- 
light four decades of musical favorites 
and many activities for the communi- 
ty to enjoy. 

“The Lawrence campus is putting 
on a big festival, and they received 
tremendous community involvement 
in putting it together,” she said. “The 
city’s recreation department will be 
hosting games and the Lawrence 
girl’s choir will sing ‘Happy 
Birthday’, so it is really almost a party 
given for them on their birthday.” 

The Haverhill event will take 
place outside on the quad from 1p.m. 


to 4 p.m. and will feature a perform- 
ance by the Classiques. 

Greenslade said the group will 
perform music that will span the four 
decades since the college first opened. 

“The Classiques are fabulous and 
when they performed a concert here 
this past summer, they drew a crowd 
of about 500 people,” Greenslade 
said. “They sing, dance and are really 
great professionals that know how to 
motivate an audience.” 

The event will also feature a kite- 
making lesson by renowned designer 
Archie Stuart who has demonstrated 
his craft at NECC before. Greenslade 
said the group “Kites Over New 
England” have been invited to per- 
form a kite flying stunt show and 
teach basic stunts to members of the 
audience. 


See ANNIVERSARY, page 5 


NECC seeks $2M 
for tech building 


Capital campaign 
kicks off, but not 


everyone is pleased 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


The first-ever capital campaign 
in the history of Northern Essex 
Community College will officially 
kick-off this Wednesday, Sept. 5. 

The purpose of 
this ground-breaking 
campaign will be to 
raise the $2 to $4 
million dollars need- 
ed to build technol- 
ogy centers on the 
Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

The state Board 
of Higher Education 
has earmarked $7.5 
million dollars for a 
new building on the 
Haverhill campus, providing that 
NECC can raise $2 million dollars 
from the community. 

In response to questions from the 
Observer, NECC President David 
Hartleb said via email, “I am very 
confident that we will raise the $2 
million dollars for the 
new technology cen- 
ter. The campaign is 
and will continue to 
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Iamvery confident _ the 
we will raise the $2 
million for the new 
technology center. 


—President Hartleb 
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groups that would not otherwise 
have access to high tech marketing 
and communication tools that will be 
available in the center’s multi-media 
conference centers, the release also 
stated. 

The Capital Campaign will also 
provide for much needed scholar- 
ships and additional educational 
needs, such as renovations to the 
Haverhill campus, according to the 
college. 

However, all this high tech gad- 
getry and the new building do not 
come without con- 
troversy. 

Earlier this 
year, the plans for 
center drew 
criticism from 
NECC faculty and 
students because 
the plans exclude a 
stage from the 
building. This 
prompted both stu- 
dents and faculty to 
start signing peti- 
tions that were presented to Hartleb 
by the Liberal Arts Revitalization 
Committee (LARC). 

Hartleb said he could not support 
the idea because he did not know if 
the funding for the stage space would 
be available. LARC members were 
upset with 
Hartleb’s stance 
on the issue and 
some criticized 


be a lot of hard work, Most professors him for his lack 
but we have found a are appalled by his of devotion to the 
very positive response, p= performing arts. 

to our campaign from limited vision. The fire in the 
the community. Many belly of LARC 
business have been -—Ppof, Arthur Barlas 24 others who 


quite generous.” 

According to an 
NECC press release, 
the new technology centers will sig- 
nificantly impact the technological 
educational and training opportuni- 
ties in the Merrimack Valley. They 
will allow NECC to increase the 
number of computer/technology pro- 
grams that it currently offers and bet- 
ter meet the needs of local business- 
es. 

In addition to benefiting stu- 
dents, the facilities will be available 
to local businesses and community 


support the need 
for stage space 
seems to have 
died down over the summer. 
However, the flame might be once 
again growing this fall with the start 
of the capital campaign. 

At least one NECC professor is 
still voicing his feelings on the matter. 

“J am terribly disappointed,” 
Professor Arthur Barlas said, “that 
the president has chosen to ignore 
the ideas of thousands of students, 
faculty, alumni, state representitives, 


See TECH CENTER, page 4 
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Technology or arts, 
there shouldn’t have 


to be a choice 


We are about to embark on a 
milestone year at NECC, as the 
first capital campaign the col- 
lege has ever devised begins the 
process of raising needed funds 
for the new technology build- 
ing. 

Whether or not we agree 
about what areas of study 
should be granted space within 
the new building, the college 
community has to admire the 
undertaking of what is involved 
in raising $2 million. It is also 
important to remember that 
often what is a _ reasonable 
course of action does not neces- 
sarily appease the needs of 
everybody involved. Inevitably 
someone is left out of the big 
picture, and in this case it is the 
arts. 

Last year, heated debate 
surged throughout the campus 
as to how our tax dollars should 
be spent. Reportedly the build- 
ing, estimated at $9.5 million, 
will receive $7.5 million toward 
the total cost from the state. 

Controversy on campus 
specifically focused on whether 
the liberal arts were being 
excluded from the benefits of 
this new building because tech- 
nology classrooms would pro- 
vide greater profit. Many facul- 


ty and students felt slighted 
when it became apparent that 
the needs of the performing arts 
on campus were being put sec- 
ond to the demand for technical 
training. Many felt this was a 
statement about how the college 
views the liberal arts. 

Though it is clear that many 
have justifiable arguments in 
favor of the inclusion of stage 
space within the new building, 
others have voiced their opinion 
that Hartleb is reacting to the 
needs of our community. Their 
view is if a college does not 
recognize the need for technical 
training, they are doing a great 
disservice to those who are 
seeking employment in those 
fields. 

Ideally there would be fund- 
ing for both technology training 
and a fine arts performance cen- 
ter, but it appears that adminis- 
trators are focused with a clear 
goal on business and industry. 

What would be nice to see is 
a reaction from the community, 
with donations being earmarked 
for the creation of a stage with- 
in the new building. 

It would be better to hear 
officials say there shouldn’t 
have to be a choice; that they 
will work harder at raising the 
needed funds. Until that time 
arrives, the debate will 
undoubtedly continue. 
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Just one man’s opinion 
of what ‘reeks of awesomeness’ 


So what 
does “reek- 
ing of awe- 
someness” 
mean? Well, 
it’s just what 
it says. It 
means 
» something is 
so awesome 
: that it reeks 
of it. Something that’s wicked cool. 

Yeah, I know I didn’t invent the 
phrase, but it isn’t copyrighted 
which means it’s up for grabs in my 
eyes. Besides, if the WWF wanted 
to sue me, then 


2 


have always tuned in to see Hulk 
Hogan, “Stone Cold” Steve Austin, 
The British Bulldog, and my other 
favorite grapplers do battle. I still 
remember the day I found out that it 
was fake, that everything was 
staged: I was crushed. They had all 
deceived me. 

But, hey, what are you going to 
do. I got over it, kept watching, and 
to tell the truth it’s better when 
you’re more mature and know it’s 
not real. I don’t know why either. 
It’s one of those mysteries, like 
why it’s called a TV set when there 
is only one of them, or why it’s 
called jumbo shrimp. 

Even though wrestling isn’t a 


favorite show is the Dukes of 
Hazzard. I am proud to be a mem- 
ber of such a group. Because 
regardless of the stereotypes of us 
having no teeth and eating roadkill, 
we are just regular people. We are 
the working breed, blue-collar, 
workers that would rather have a 
Coors and a moonpie instead of 
champagne and caviar. We like the 
country air compared to the smog- 
gy city streets and prefer a tractor 
pull to an opera. 

Rednecks, hicks, bumpkins, 
countryfolk, whatever you want to 
call us, we are proud of who we are. 
The men and women not afraid to 
live in a home with wheels or to 

have a drive- 
way littered 


they could with rusty 
have my rusted meer some pi Syoeeaprs car _ parts. 
1981 Ford Rednecks 
pickup with reek of awe- 
Sean ea Rednecks are cool. I am a huge redneck. in ie 
° e y, all. 

my _ pocket I watch wrestling, listen to country if- you 
oe oe music, fish, wear cowboy boots, drive a oe a aoe 
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that because I Dukes of Hazzard. highly  rec- 


don’t have it to 
give. It would 
be like suing a 
hobo. 

Anyway, 
this column isn’t about what is “in” 
this week or what’s popular by the 
general consensus. It’s what I per- 
sonally think is cool. | 

The stuff I like currently might 
not be my favorite next week, 
because I constantly find myself 
finding new things that I think are 
awesome. So it will always be dif- 
ferent. 

So the name of my article was 
taken from a wrestler, which brings 
me into my first subject. 

I’ve been watching professional 
wrestling since I was 10 years old, 
and I have never tired of the endless 
mat games of the WWF. All the 
way from the Rock and Wrestle Era 
to the current WWF attitude era, I 


real sport, it sucks in its viewers 
and gets them to care about the 
players just like any real sport 
would. 

I’m not ashamed to say I cried 
when one of my favorite wrestlers, 
Mick Foley, retired last year or 
when Owen Hart died in 1999, 
because other people cried when 
Bourque or Aikman retired. I just 
like a sport with the predetermined 
outcome. Professional wrestling 
totally reeks of awesomeness. 

Moving on, lots of people who 
watch pro wrestling are members of 
this next group. 

Rednecks are cool. I am a huge 
redneck. I watch wrestling, listen to 
country music, fish, wear cowboy 
boots, drive a pickup, and my 


ommend 
going soon. 
They have 
the best food 
of anywhere I’ve eaten recently and 
they didn’t even have to pay me off 
to say that. I got the Muchos 
Nachos and, goldang, is that thing 
big. 


Seriously, it’s like K-2. You 
could get lost on this thing and have 
to eat your friends to survive. Can’t 
beat their deep-dish pizza either. 
Nachos and Uno’s totally reek of 
awesomeness. 

Ill be back eventually, with 
another column, once I find some 
more things I like. Until then, writ- 
ing this column reeked of awe- 
someness. 
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Stem cell research causes controversy, debate 
[TFS US BE Ee eo Se 


Most, if not all, in protest want the 
entire project abandoned. I think 
that’s a rather drastic demand. 


Recently, President George Bush 
made the decision to grant limited 
federal funding for stem cell research, 
which carries the potential for cures 
and treatments to many debilitating 
diseases and injuries. 

Since then, there has been an 
uproar of protest from religious lead- 
ers as well as those of the pro-life 
viewpoint, saying that this process of 
research is nothing short of the 
destruction of human life. 


Some are concerned about the 
possibility of the mass-production of 
human embryos for the task. Most, if 
not all, in protest want the entire proj- 
ect abandoned. 

I think that’s a rather drastic 
demand, especially since rational 
compromises can (and should) be 
established. . Why abandon any 
chances for a breakthrough in treat- 
ments for severe diseases? 

The process of utilizing stem 
cells begins to look like a miraculous 
discovery when one looks at how it is 
done. First, an egg is fertilized or 
cloned, and the embryo begins to 


WezvEN Fo VIET 
WITH THE FROZEN EMBRYOS... 


divide. 

Within several days, the embryo 
takes the shape of a sphere, known as 
a biastocyst. In another couple of 
days the embryonic stem cells 
become visible, and are capable of 
developing into any tissue of the 
human body. This is when the stem 
cells are extracted and grown in a 
Petri dish, eventually growing into a 
line of stem cells. Using various 
recipes of nutrients and other factors, 
scientists believe in the possibility of 
turning these cells into any of the 
body’s more than 200 tissues. 

The possibilities: Pancreatic Islet 
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cells, which could conceivably cure 
diabetes. Muscle cells could be 
developed and used to repair or even 
replace a damaged heart. Scientists 
could coax stem cells to grow into 
nerve cells, which could be used to 
treat or even cure Alzheimer’s or 
Parkinson’s, or repair spinal cord 
injuries. 

New possibilities are popping up 
quicker than can be imagined. But, as 
always, possibilities come with com- 
plications and conflict. I think Bush 
made the right choice in granting lim- 
ited federal funding for this research, 
but he’s got tremendous amounts of 
pressure coming from every angle. 

People in his own party are urg- 
ing him to ban the funding, as are 
bioethicists, religious leaders and 
state representatives scattered abroad. 
Some are worried about the mass- 
production of human embryos for the 
purposes of gathering stem cells, 
especially with the knowledge that 
stem cells can be extracted from liv- 
ing human adults. 

The problem with adult stem cells 
is that they are not nearly as versatile 
as embryonic cells, thereby dulling 
the medical edge of cures and treat- 
ments. Some pro-lifers see the whole 
thing as being as bad as abortion. 
Some people, such as anti-abortion 
Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), believe 
that the potential for cures in stem 


cell research is right in line with pro- 
life values. 

Mass-production of embryos for 
the purposes of this research is highly 
undesirable, and also unnecessary. 
Viable stem cells can easily be 
obtained from abortions (a life 
destroyed, but with the potential to 
save life yet), or from in vitro fertil- 
izations that are (for whatever num- 
ber of strange reasons) suddenly 
unwanted. 

This almost seems like an irre- 
solvable conflict to me. So many reli- 
gious leaders, ethicists, and pro-lifers 
are against this, saying it is the 
destruction of human life, yet the pur- 
pose is to find cures for crippling dis- 
eases that afflict millions and repair 
injuries that are otherwise near if not 
totally irreparable. In simple words, 
the purpose is to save lives. 

So the problem with folks is that 
human life is being used (destroyed? 
Not always) to save human life. I still 
support the funding for research. Any 
act ever made in an attempt for the 
Greater Good (be it for oneself or for 
millions) has always involved sacri- 
fice. Abandoning this discovery and 
research now could be a grave mis- 
take. 


Adam Carter is the Observer's opin- 
ion editor. He can be reached at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Searching for real moments, finding a toad 


I think 
everyone 
enters sum- 
} mer. vaca- 
tion with 
certain 
expecta- 
fa oOUn Ss: 
Whether it 
be to relax, 
travel, or 
accomplish 

In a way, 


some personal goals. 
there’s more pressure than when 


classes are in session. For me, at 
least. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not 
trying to say summer 
vacation is stressful. 
I just feel an enor- 
mous amount of 
pressure to have fun. 
I don’t want to waste the time away. 

When classes ended this spring, 
I had decided I was going to have 
The Best Summer Ever. I wanted it 
to be filled with adventures, the vis- 
iting of old friends, the reading of a 
few key novels, getting in shape, 
and organizing every little detail of 
my life. All hanging strings were to 
be snipped, and all holes to be 
mended. 

As it turned out, though, I never 
finished cleaning my room. I only 
finished one of the books I set out to 
read. And even though I did com- 
plete my Calculus I course with a 


4.0 (ahem), I still wasn’t satisfied. 

I wanted to start classes this 
September with fond memories of 
my June escapades. Maybe grab my 
sneakers this October, and find 
some grains of sand in them from 
when I spent the weekend at the 
beach in July. But those were just 
pipe dreams. 

Most of the swimming I did was 
illegal. The first time I dipped into 
water was in Walden Pond: late at 
night, but early in the summer. The 
swimming adventures to follow 
took place in a local lake. 

My friend and I would squeeze 
through a chain link fence, and scur- 
ry to the water. Both bodies of water 
involved evasion of the police, and 
keeping rather 
quiet, but that 
didn’t take 
away from the 
fun. 

And between the fun times were 
some moments that felt too real. 
Some summer class students were 
observing a toad on the walkway to 
the parking lot. They weren’t tor- 
menting it or anything like that. 
They were just watching it. It was 
very small and cute. 

As I got closer to the toad, the 
students proceeded to the parking 


~ lot — leaving the toad where it was. 


For a split moment I felt compelled 
to rush over and grab the toad 
because I was afraid someone would 
accidentally step on it. 

Rather than running to its res- 


cue, though, I tried to make it very 
obvious that the toad was there. I 
went out of my way to avoid step- 
ping on it and took a last look at it as 
I passed it. I thought those actions 
would ensure the noticing of the 
toad by other students. 

And then a young man unknow- 
ingly stepped on the toad. I gasped 
and unconsciously covered my 
mouth with my hand. The toad then 


began to hop away into the grass, 
but one of his legs no longer it 
worked. I didn’t know what to do. 

Out of shyness and embarrass- 
ment, I just left. The same shyness 
that prevented me from putting the 
toad in a safe place to begin with. I 
spent the entire night blaming 
myself, and wondering what was 
going to happen to the toad. I 
guessed he would probably die 


soon, but couldn’t make up my mind 
what would be the cause. 

I’m not saying I tossed and 
turned all night over the toad. I was 
just really upset with myself for 
allowing my social awkwardness to 
cause injury to a cute, little creature. 


Corey Simpson is the photo editor and 
a staff columnist. She can be reached 
at coreyelizabeth@hotmail.com. 
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N.H. still 
ranks high 
in SATs 


(AP) Average scores on the SAT 
college entrance tests taken by this 
year’s high school graduates 
improved by a single point from the 
previous year in keeping with a gen- 
eral trend toward slowly rising 
scores during the past decade, the 
College Board reported recently. 

New Hampshire ranked third in 
the country in verbal score at 520 
behind Washington and Oregon, the 
same ranking it held last year. In 
math, it was fourth at 516, behind 
Washington, Oregon and California. 
Last year, it was tied for fourth. 

The rankings were based on 
states where at least 50 percent of 
eligible students took the test. 

The national edge in average 
scores that men have held over 
women, and whites have held over 
most minority groups, was little 
changed. 

An outside testing expert called 
the results “‘equal opportunity flat- 
ness,” and Gaston Caperton, presi- 
dent of the nonprofit College Board, 
owner of the SAT, faulted inequality 
in schooling for the poorer showing 
among most minorities. 

Some 1.3 million students aver- 
aged 506 on the SAT’s verbal por- 
tion, one point higher than last year 
and the highest since 1987. The 
average score this year on the math 
section was 514, same as last year’s 
30-year high. 

Math and verbal scores have 
each declined only once since 1991; 
verbal scores slipped a point in 1994 
and math scores dropped a point in 
1999. A decade ago, the national 
average was 499 for verbal, 500 for 
math. 

About 45 percent of this year’s 
estimated 2.8 million graduates took 
the SAT sometime during high 
school. Scores on each section range 
from 200 to 800. A perfect 1600 was 
achieved by 587 of this year’s grad- 
uates. 

Women, now 54 percent of test 
takers, have made gains toward 
score-equality with men over the last 
10 years but only very small ones. 

This year, women averaged 502 
on verbal to the men’s 509; women 
averaged 498 on math against the 
men’s 533. 

In 1991, when women were 52 
percent of students who took the 
SAT, they scored 495 on verbal 
against the men’s 503. On math, 
women then scored 482 to the men’s 
520. 

About a third of test-takers 
belong to racial and ethnic minori- 
ties. 

Blacks this year scored an aver- 
age of 433 on verbal, 426 on math. A 
decade ago, they averaged 427 ver- 
bal, 419 math. 

This year’s graduates from vari- 
ous Hispanic groups scored an aver- 
age of 456 on the verbal section, 460 
on the math. In 1991, they averaged 
452 on verbal, 457 on math. 

Students who identified their 
backgrounds as Asian or Pacific 
Islander scored an outstanding 566 
on the math section and 501 on ver- 
bal this year. By contrast, whites 
scored 531 in math and 529 on the 
verbal section. 

Education Secretary Rod Paige 
said the SAT scores provide “more 
evidence that our educational system 
is leaving too many children behind, 
especially poor and minority stu- 
dents.’ 
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This way to sign up for classes. Many students took advantage of One Stop Registration 


last week. 


Shuttle service 
offered to 
both campuses 


The college recently announced 
that a shuttle service is offered for 
students and staff needing access 
between the Lawrence and Haverhill 
campuses. Students will be asked to 
provide their schedules when signing 
up for the service. 

Those with interest in or ques- 
tions about the shuttle service should 
contact Hilce Cassanelli at ext. 7402, 
Room L123, Lawrence campus. 


Annual report 
is available 


The college’s annual Report to 
the Community is printed and avail- 
able to anyone who would like one. 

If you are interested in a copy, 
please contact the Public Relations 
Office at ext. 3863. 


Hartleb starts plan to raise $2M for tech center 


Continued from page | 


and community leaders. It must be 
clear to everyone by now, what the 
president’s ultimate agenda is: the 
slow elimination of the Liberal Arts, 
in fact, all arts, and the transforma- 
tion of NECC into a voc-ed school.” 

“Most professors are appalled by 
his limited vision. I can only hope 
that one day we will have a new col- 
lege administration that has a broad- 
er vision.” 

At this point, such concerns 
might not matter because Hartleb 
said the plans for the center are 
already underway, and he no longer 
wants to revisit the issue. 

The Capital Campaign is not 


only the first in the history of NECC, 
but also the first ever led by Hartleb. 
“IT have attended several major 
workshops and have observed several 
successful major campaigns run by 
colleagues. We have spent many 
months getting ready for our capital 
campaign. We hired a consulting firm 
to survey the community and access 
our strengths and weaknesses. We 
also hired another consultant group to 
help us in the early stages of the cam- 
paign,” Hartleb said in his email. 
When asked what it feels like to 
run his first-ever campaign, Hartleb 
said, “I consider it both a challenge 
and a privilege to be running the cam- 
paign. I feel fortunate to be able to 
play this role and I am enjoying it.” 


ervices will be available, as - 


‘well as food, fun, and prizes. 


For more information, please 
contact the Student Activities 


Department. 


Hartleb also thanked NECC Vice 
President Jean Poth and her staff 
members for getting the campaign 
ready and Eric Briggs and Janet 
Nolan who helped the campaign get 
organized. 

“This has all been a team effort. 
The campaign has been and will con- 
tinue to be well organized and pro- 
fessionally conducted,” Hartleb 
wrote of the campaign. 

At the kick-off, key members of 
the campaign will be introduced; 
donors will be recognized; and 
artist’s renderings and details of the 
new Haverhill Technology Training 
Center, as well as concept drawings 
for the Lawrence Technology 
Training Center will be shared. 


F ourti 1 Annual 
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President Hartleb 


NECC Student Activities & Orientation Department is part of the College Life & 
Healthy Living Unit, Division of Enrollment Management and Student Services. 
To request @ sign language interpreter, please contact 978/556-3658 {V/TTY)}. 
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Music, dance, kite-making 
kick off college celebration 


Continued from page | 

Other entertainment on the schedule is a = 
dance performance by the Nazarian School of = #.. J 
Dance from Salem, N.H. The dance troop will = € 
give a preview performance of “Travel 
Through Time,” a dance they will soon per- 
form at Walt Disney World that spans five 
decades of creative movement. 

Refreshments will be sold throughout the 
day, and students from the Whittier Regional 
Vocational Technical School will create a 
birthday cake for the event that can serve 500 
guests. 

The yearlong celebration will continue 
with a series of events to include a lecture by 
nationally acclaimed writer Andre Dubus III, 
who wrote “The House of Sand and Fog” and 
“Bluesman.” 

Also on the schedule is a command per- 
formance on Nov. 6 by Keith Lockhart, con- 
ductor of the Boston Pops. Last October, 
Lockhart and the Beacon Brass Quintet per- 
formed on campus to a sold-out audience. 

In addition to these events, a Speakers’ 
Bureau will be launched to initiate participa- 
tion in local parades and festivals, and an 
event to honor 40 distinguished alumni is 
being planned. Greenslade said that a special 
commencement speaker is being sought as 
well, because of the anniversary year. 

“We invited George Bush, but unfortunate- 
ly he is unavailable,” she said. “This is an 
important milestone for the college, so we are 
actively looking to make the commencement 
very special this year.” 

Though all activities at the Haverhill cele- 
bration are scheduled to be outdoors, the 
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library conference area will be used in the 
event of rain. Greenslade is hopeful that will 
not be necessary. 

“T am just going to believe it is going to be 
warm, breezy for the kites, and sunny,” she 
said. “I would love to see a large turn-out with 
members of the internal college community 
and the community at large coming to enjoy 
the day with their families, and I refuse to even 
contemplate rain.” 


Community of Readers 
launches year’s events 


The Community of Readers (COR) at 
Northern Essex Community College has 
announced its schedule of cultural events 
for the 2001-2002 academic year. 

COR, a subcommittee of the Liberal 
Arts Committee, enjoyed its inaugural sea- 
son this past academic year, sponsoring 
three programs during the spring semester. 

Each year, the group will organize 
book discussions to consider works of fic- 
tion surrounding a central theme. COR 
hopes to encourage the reading of contem- 
porary literature of merit among students 
as well as to welcome readers from sur- 
rounding communities to the College. The 
format features remarks from a panel of 
distinguished scholars followed by ques- 
tions and comments from the audience. 

This year, COR focuses on the theme 
of “Culture Clash,” signifying the conflicts 


and struggles that erupt when diverse cul- 
tures collide. The calendar includes dis- 
cussions of Andre Dubus III’s “House of 
Sand and Fog” on Monday, Oct. 22; David 
Guterson’s “Snow Falling on Cedars” on 
Tuesday, Nov. 13; and _ Barbara 
Kingsolver’s “The Poisonwood Bible” on 
Tuesday, Feb. 12. 

Also proposed are a fourth discussion 
with an appearance by a guest author (to be 
announced) and the showing of related 
films, pending grant funding. 

Discussions are held in the Haverhill 
Campus Library Conference Center from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. They are free to the 
public and refreshments are provided. 
Students or other interested persons seek- 
ing information may contact Gail Stuart at 
978-556-3421 or gstuart@necc.mass.edu. 


Alumni trips are offered this fall 


The NECC Alumni Association is spon- 
soring two fall events. 

On Thursday, Sept. 27, a day trip to 
Foxwoods Casino is planned. A bus will leave 
the Haverhill campus at 7:30 a.m. and return 
between 6:30-7:00 p.m. Lunch is available at 
one of the 24 restaurants at the casino resort in 
Ledyard, Conn. Foxwoods offers five casinos 
and 24 specialty shops. A $25 bonus package 
is included in the price of the trip. 

Reservations and full payment of $25 are 
due by Wednesday, Sept. 5. 

On Saturday, Oct. 20, a trip to historic 
Salem will be offered. Tours of Dracula’s 
Castle, The Salem Witch Museum, House of 
Seven Gables and trolley rides are featured. A 


bus will leave the Haverhill campus at 8:30 
a.m., and return to Haverhill at 4:30 p.m. The 
$30 cost of the trip includes transportation 
and a trolley tour that allows participants to 
get on and off as they wish throughout the 
day. Pre-registration is required for two spe- 
cial activities: Haunted Hearse Tour, a two- 
hour guided tour that costs $35; and Terror 
Trail Walking Tour, a three-quarters-of-a-mile 
walking tour that costs $12.50. Admission to 
historic sites is not included. Reservations and 
full payment is required by Thursday, Sept. 
20. 

For more information on these alumni 
trips, contact the Alumni Office at 978-556- 
3621 or -3623. 


Student Board of Trustees 


- Position Now Available — 


NECC is now looking for the 2001 - 2002 
Student Representative to the college 
Board of Trustees. This position would be 
effective until June 30, 2002. 


Get involved: 
eMeet the 
college 
administration! 
eLooks good on 


resume! 


The time commitment requires the student: 

=>Attend monthly meetings 

=> Read through materials prior to meet- 
ings. 

=> Participating in other meetings and re- 
treats, as needed 


Interested Students must be in good academic 
standing and have at least a 2.25 GPA and 
have registered for a minimum of 12 credits. 
For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 
more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation é e 
Haverhill Campus, Student Center F133 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


NECC Student Activities & Orientation presents: 


Welcome Week 


Wednesday, September 5th 

Cookout 14-1PM 

Both Campuses 

Cookout provided for students as a welcome to Northern Essex Community College. This event is 
co-sponsored by College Life & Healthy Living, Spacialized Students Services, the Lawrence Campus and 
the Career Development Center. 


Thursday, September 6th 
Name Bead Pens 11-1PM 
Student Center Lobby, Haverhill Campus 


Sun Catchers 11-1PM 
Dimitry Building Atrium, Lawrence Campus 


Friday, September 7th 
Famous Faces Photos 10:30-12:30PM Amazing Button Factory 10:30-12:30PM 
Spurk Building Lobby, Haverhill Campus Dimitry Buliding Atrium, Lawrence Campus 


Monday, September 10th 

President's Welcome 12-1PM 

Library Conference Area, Haverhill Campus 

Northern Essex Community College President, David Hartleb, will be offering his welcome for the new 


academic year. This is a great opportunity for students to meet the president, as well as other members of 
the college community, A light luncheon will be provided. 


Tuesday, September 11th 
President’s Welcome 12-1PM 


Dimitry Building Atrium, Lawrence Campus 
President Hartleb will be offering an address on the Lawrence Campus. A light luncheon will be provided. 


Wednesday, September 12th 

College Life & Campus Services Fair 11-1PM 
Outside Student Center, Haverhill Campus 

Student organizations, clubs and college departments will have information about opportunities and 
services available to students, Win prizes, enjoy good food & 
great music. Join us for an afternoon of fun! 


Monday, September 17th 

College Life & Campus Services Fair 11-1PM 
Dimitry Building Atrium, Lawrence Campus 

This Lawrence Campus fair will provide information about oppor- 
tunities and services available to students. Win prizes, enjoy 
good food and great music. Come have fots of fun with us! 


Northern Essex Community College, Haverhill e Lawrence 


For more information, contact Student Activities & Orientation at 978,556,3731. 
Events are sponsored by the Student Activities & Orientation Department, a part of the College Life & Healthy Living Unit, Division of 
Earoliment management and Student Services. To request a sign language interpreter, please call 978.556.3897 TTY/V. 
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This is the watch Stephen Hollingshead, Jr. was 
wearing when he encountered a drunk driver. 
Time of death 6:55pm. 


Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk. 
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Photo illustration by Jeralyn Mason 
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**~ |More than 


“The south move 
north, the north move 
south 


A star is born, a 
star burns out 

The only thing that 
stays the same is 

Everything 


changes, everything 
changes” 

—Tracey 

Lawrence 

from “Time Marches On” 


I guess it’s 
true. The only 
constant in life is 
change. 

Sometimes 
it’s change for 
the better and 
sometimes _ it’s 
change for the 
worse. 

Sometimes 
you might not know what kind of 
change it was until years later when 
you reflect on it. 

I hate change. I like everything to 
be set up in a certain way and to be set 
on a certain schedule. Lately, though, 
I’ve had to deal with it a lot. 

The fact that I’m living in an 
apartment over a laundromat is very 
different than living at home with the 
folks. I like the new responsibilities I 
have, and I thrive on the independ- 
ence, but the transition was hard. No 
more of Mom’s meatloaf and mashed 
potatoes. I’m stuck with Budget 
Gourmet frozen dinners. (Actually, 
they are pretty good. I recommend 
the turkey and wild rice.) 

Just like moving, college is a big 
change from the days of high school. 
No more detentions when you miss 
class, because if you don’t go the col- 
lege will still get you’re money 
regardless of whether you attend. 

College is full of opportunities to 
gain independence; full of chances 
push yourself further than you 
thought you could go. This is the time 
of your life when the cool things hap- 
pen, the events that make great stories 
to tell your friends and will keep your 
grandkids hanging on your every 
word as you talk about how things 
used to be “back in my day.” 

If you don’t know what to expect 
from college, then you’re pretty nor- 
mal. The one thing I learned my first 
year was that you only get out college 
what you put into it. You have to 
work hard, stay up late doing home- 
work, give up a lot of social time, but 
in the end it is worth all the trouble. 

Change is always going to happen, 
even if we don’t want things to change 
they still are going to. All we can do is 
take our shots, the good and the bad 
ones, and make the best out of what- 
ever is thrown at us. Right now, you’re 
going into one of the best parts of your 
life. You’re young and in your prime. 
So just be happy and enjoy the ride. 


Welcome to NECC 


Diversify your NECC 
experience with over 20 
clubs from which to 
choose 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Here is a list of the 23 clubs and 
organizations available to join at 
NECC. All students are invited to 
inquire about joining clubs at the 
Student Activities office, located in 
the Student Center on the Haverhill 
campus. 

Each campus will also be holding 
a College Life and Campus Services 
Fair. The Haverhill campus fair will 
be held on Wednesday, September 
12, 2001 outside the Student Center. 
Monday, September 17, 2001 is the 
date set for the Lawrence campus fair 
and it will be held between I1-Ipm 
on the Dimitry Building Courtyard. 


Clubs and Organizations 

Alpha Beta Gamma, 
Omicron Chapter 

Adviser: Pam Donahue (978) 
556-3315, C304L, Hav 

A national Business Honor 
Society dedicated to honoring above 
average students. As a club, Alpha 
Beta Gamma holds fundraisers for 
community charity as well as other 
needs that may arise. Membership 
initiation is only open once a year. 

American Sign Language Club 

Adviser: Diana Mele (978)556- 
3359,C314V,Hav 

The ASL Club discusses, shares, 
and promotes an understanding of 
ASL and Deaf Culture at NECC and 
in the community. Members network 
and socialize with other students who 
share a common interest in the many 
aspects of ASL and Deaf Culture, 
including art, poetry, theater, history, 
politics, linguistics and the future of 
ASL and Deaf Culture worldwide. 

Contemporary Affairs Club 

Adviser: William Heineman 
(978)556-3371, Hav 

The goal of the Contemporary 
affairs Club is to create an opportuni- 
ty for students to discuss politics, 
government, and __ international 
affairs. The club hosts guest speakers 
and sponsors field trips to local sites 
that are of political significance. 

Criminal Justice Club 

Adviser: Carol 
(978)738-7444,Law 

The Criminal Justice Club’s goal 
is to promote social interaction and 
to enhance the educational process 
through various club activities. The 
CJ Club also provides information 
concerning employment opportuni- 
ties, training, and certification to 
Criminal Justice majors. The CJ Club 
sponsors such activities as guest 
speakers, field trips, and training 
courses. 

Dance Club 

Adviser: Elaine 
(978)738-3395,Hav 

The purpose of the Dance Club is 
to provide a variety of dance experi- 
ences for students at all levels of 
dance, from those with no experience 
to those with many years of experi- 
ence. The Dance Club performs for 
groups and functions on and off cam- 
pus, giving students variety of per- 
formance opportunities. 

Fitness Club 

Adviser: Rob Parker (978)556- 


Beta 


Liebman 


Mawhinney 


3819,D154,Hav 

The NECC Fitness Club aims to 
provide a degree of knowledge and 
satisfaction for individuals through 
social experiences, health and fit- 
ness, among others types of physical 
activity and to promote a connection 
between physical fitness and well- 
ness. 

Gay/Straight Alliance 

Adviser: Frank DeSarro (978) 
556-3614, B128, Hav 

‘The; goal. of) ‘thes NECE 
Gay/Straight Alliance is to educate 
the college on sexual orientation 
issues. The club seeks to create a safe 
atmosphere for gay and straight stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. They pro- 
mote, celebrate, and appreciate 
diversity. The club also participates 
in numerous community service 
activities. 

LPN Club 

Adviser: Francine Pappalardo, 
(978) 738-7443, Law 

The Licensed Practical Nursing 
Club strives to broaden opportunities 
and experiences of students by fur- 
ther expanding member’s skills with- 
in the health care profession. It also 
provides a medium of understanding 
and cooperation among the students, 
faculty, and administration that 
encourages participation in the pro- 
gram. Membership is limited to LPN 
students. 

Music and Choral Club 

Adviser: Michael Finegold 
(978)556-3413,C222C,Hav 

The Music Club performs at the 
college for the community. The 
group also creates informational 
music such as jam sessions, caroling, 
and viewing educational music 
videos. The Music Club explores the 
current music technology as well as 
music careers and various college 
music programs. 

NECC Peer Educator’s Club 

Adviser: Donna Montalbarro 
(978)738-7482,Law 

The NECC Peer educator’s Club 
actively promotes peer education as 
an element of college health and 
wellness. The college assists with 
college-wide efforts to raise alcohol 
awareness and to educate the college 
about alcohol use, misuse, and abuse. 
The club seeks to promote responsi- 
ble decisions about drinking and 
alternatives to drinking. 

Observer Student Newspaper 

Adviser: Amy Callahan (978) 
556-3391,F125,Hav 

The NECC Observer serves to 
inform and entertain the NECC com- 
munity. Its staff covers and interprets 
news of interest to the students, fac- 
ulty, and administration of the col- 
lege through good journalistic prac- 
tices. The Observer is an award win- 
ning publication that reaches a high 
percentage of students, faculty and 
staff. It is published bi-weekly during 
the spring and fall semesters. 

Open Door Chapter 

Adviser: James Gustafson (978) 
556-3887,C317L,Hav 

The Open Door Fellowship 
exists to provide an opportunity for 
students to share personal concerns 
in a caring atmosphere for mutual 
support and encouragement. The 
club also provides a way for students 
to learn about the basic teachings of 
the Bible. Meetings are open to any- 
one ‘seeking the spiritual life of 
Christ. 

Paralegal Club 

Adviser: Judy Ciampi (978)738- 
7409,Law 


just an education 


College Life and Campus Services 
Fairs will be held in Haverhill on 
Sept. 12, and in Lawrence on Sept. 17. 
All students are invited to inquire 
about joining school clubs. 


This club aims to expand the 
knowledge and experience of stu- 
dents in the field of law as it relates 
to the paralegal profession. The club 
promotes professional, educational, 
and social interaction among parale- 
gal program students. A wide range 
of club activities includes guest 
speakers, placement-related activi- 
ties, panel discussions, pertinent 
videos, and the annual Paralegal 
Pinning Ceremony. 

Parnassus Literary Magazine 

Adviser: Ginger Hurajt (978) 
556-3392, C317P,Hav 

Parnassus allows creative stu- 
dents at NECC an opportunity to 
express themselves and provides an 
opportunity for the entire student 
body, staff, and faculty to share their 
arts and talents. Submissions consist 
of compositions, music, essays, 
poems, themes, and all types of print- 
able art. One edition is published 
each semester. 

Registered Nursing 

This club provides equal oppor- 
tunity for growth, achievement, and 
participation in all aspects of student 
nursing. It provides support and 
enhances the preparation of those 
students entering the professional 
nursing and health related fields. The 
association is separated into fresh- 
man and senior divisions. 

Ski Club 

Adviser: John Daly (978)556- 
3846,C201,Hav 

The Ski Club provides the stu- 
dents body with a affordable means 
to ski. The Ski Club runs trips to ski 
areas throughout New England by 
doing fundraisers. Membership is 
open to all students, faculty, and staff 
of NECC. 

Student Dialysis Technician 
Association 

Adviser: Kate 
(978)738-7511,30-B,Law 

The purpose of the NECC 
Student Dialysis Technician 
Association is to encourage support 
for those students enrolled in the 
Dialysis Technician’s Program as 
well as to enhance the preparation of 
those students entering the profes- 
sional health related fields. 

Top Notch Players 

Adviser: Susan Sanders (978)55- 
63374,C317B,Hav 

The main purpose of the Top 
Notch Players is to involve students 
in producing live theatre. To this end, 
they produce plays using students as 
actors, directors, and technical crew. 
They also provide inexpensive live 
theatre to the college community at 
large. 

Veterans and Service Persons 
Organization 

Adviser: Nancy Sabin (978)556- 
3737,B219,Hav 


Newcomb 


The club provides for all veter- 
ans, active duty personal, reservists, 
National Guard members, support 
and referrals as necessary. This club 
is open to all of the above and there 
dependents attending NECC. 

Students Activities 
Programming Board 

Advisers: Cheryl Berry (978) 
738-7416,L142,Law 

Olien , Lu (978) 
F137,Hav 

The purpose of the board is to 
promote and encourage the participa- 
tion of students in student activity 
programs at the college. To carry out 
a student activity program that will 
serve the best interest of the college 
and provide opportunities for cooper- 
ation and collaboration among stu- 
dents, faculty, and staff. 

Inter-Club Council 

Adviser: Cheryl Berry (978)738- 
7416,L142,Law 

The Inter-Club Council is a com- 
mittee of registered club and organi- 
zation representatives at NECC. The 
council serves a s. avenue for clubs to 
highlight club activities, coordinate 
event schedules and express con- 
cerns relating to student organiza- 
tions as NECC. Meetings are held 
once a month. 

Student Senate 

Adviser: Dina Brown (978) 556- 
3731,Hav 

The Student Senate is the repre- 
sentative body of the student 
Government Association (SGA), 
elected annually by its members. 
They are responsible for recom- 
mending a spending plan for the 
Student Activity Fund (SAF) to the 
college president and overseeing the 
student clubs and organizations fund- 
ed by the SAF. 

Student 
Development Program 

Advisers: Dina Brown (978) 
566-3731, Hav 

Chery! Berry (978) 738-7416 

The aim of the SLDP is to help 
students develop and enhance “trans- 
ferable skills”, that lead to academic 
success and civic responsibility and 
improving student’s chances for 
achieving their career goals. Through 
workshops and community service 
learning students will develop an 
understanding and learn to apply the 
principles to leadership. 


556-3817, 


Leadership 
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Details, details: 


ACADEMIC INFORMATION: 

Cancellation of classes/eampus closing information line: 
(978) 556-3002 (voice) (978) 556-3303 (for hard of hearing) 

College closings due to weather conditions or emergencies 
are broadcast on the following radio stations: 

WBZ-AM/1030-Boston 

WHDH-AM/590-Boston 

WEEI-AM/850-Boston 

WHAV-AM/1490-Haverhill 

WNBP-AM/1450-Newburyport 

News of college closings can also be seen on the following 
television stations: 

WBZ-TV/Channel 4-Boston 

WCVB-TV/Channel 5-Boston 

WHDH-TV/Channel 7-Boston 

Individual class cancellations are posted outside the class- 
room on the scheduled day. 

Changing programs/majors 

Students should go to the admissions and registrar’s offices 
to complete a change of program form if they wish to change 
their major. Some programs have early deadlines, so be sure not 
to procrastinate. 

Adding/dropping a course 

Students may drop a course by completing a drop/add form 
at the registrar’s office. All course changes must be approved by 
your adviser prior to submission at the registrar’s office. 

Refund policy 

For courses held longer than 8 weeks, a 90 percent refund is 
given if dropped from Sept. 8 through Sept. 14. A 60percent 
refund if dropped from Sept. 15 through Sept. 21. No refund 
thereafter. 

Withdrawal from the college: Students should fill out a with- 
drawal form at the admissions office. If students drop all cours- 
es without filling out the form, they will receive a WF grade on 
their transcript. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Bookstores 

The bookstores are located in the student center in Haverhill 
and in the lower level in Lawrence. The bookstore at each cam- 
pus carries all required texts for courses offered at that campus. 
The store offers a variety in supplies, career guides, study aids, 
software, electronics and other items. 

The bookstore offers refunds and exchanges, but students 
must save receipts to verify purchases. The store also runs buy 
back days for used books if books are in good condition. 
Students should remember to bring their student ID when they 
visit the bookstore. 

The Haverhill store hours for the first week of classes 9/8 - 
9/11 are: Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 to 8:30; Friday 8:30 to 
4; Saturday 9 to 1. The second week of classes 9/13 - 9/18 are: 
Monday through Thursday 8:30 to 8:30; Friday, 8:30 to 4; 
Saturday 9 to 12. Hours will then return to regular hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 9 to 5; Friday 9 to 4; Saturdays closed. 

The Lawrence store hours for the first week of classes are: 
Wednesday and Thursday 9 to 8:30; Friday 9 to 1; Saturday 9 to 
12. Second week of classes, hours will be: Monday through 
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Thursday 9 to 8:30; Friday 9 to 1; Saturday 9 to 12. The store 
then returns to regular hours: Monday - Friday 9 to 1; Saturdays 
closed. 

Student Health Services 

NECC Health Services works to promote healthy behavior 
and life-styles. The center provide over the counter medicine and 
supplies for colds, headaches, minor aches and pains, upset 
stomach and diarrhea, as well as first aid antiseptic, band-aids, 
condoms and sanitary supplies. Resource literature on health 
topics and a home health handbook are available for reference. 
F-112, Haverhill 556-3770 and room L-134 in Lawrence 738- 
7482. 

Bus service 

Monthly bus passes are available for use on the Merrimack 
Valley Regional Transit Authority bus lines at the Haverhill stu- 
dent activities office. The monthly bus schedule is posted in the 
student center lobby in Haverhill and at the student activities 
office in Lawrence. For more information, call 1-800-231- 
RIDE. 

Child care 

The Little Sprouts Child Enrichment Center is located in the 
gymnasium on the Haverhill campus. The center offers full- or 
part-time day care for children from four weeks to nine- years- 
old from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information, call 374-6133. 
For information on Lawrence day care services, call 689-9980. 

Computer Labs - B-building third floor and A-111 
Haverhill/Lawrence 

All students can use the computer labs during open hours 
posted outside the rooms. Walk-in labs are staffed by technical 
assistants to help with printing and system errors. It is expected 
that students get specific software and seek help from their 
instructors. 

Emergency/Security 

Haverhill campus-emergency hotline: ext. 2222 from any 
campus phone. The college operator handles these calls immedi- 
ately. Haverhill campus security officers are on duty 24-hours. 
The office is located in the Spurk 112-A or ext. 3689. 

Lawrence Campus-emergency hotline: ext. 7499 from any 
campus phone. Lawrence campus security is located in the 
Atrium or dial 7479. 

Automobile on-campus accidents 

In case of an automobile accident on college property, an 
NECC accident report must be completed and turned in to the 
security office within five days. A separate accident report must 
be completed and filed with the Haverhill or Lawrence police 
departments. 

Contacting a student in an emergency 

To contact a Haverhill campus student in the event of an 
emergency, call the registrar’s office at 556-3724. A message 
will be delivered to the student’s next scheduled class. 

To contact a Lawrence campus student, call administrative 
services at 738-7475. A message will be delivered to the stu- 
dent’s next scheduled class. 

Security offices handle all lost and found property. Students 
claiming property will be asked to provide proper identification. 

Financial aid — B-217 Haverhill/L-103 Lawrence 


Corey Simpson photos 


Vital campus informaton 


The financial aid office provides information on various pro- 
grams available to students. Financial assistance is provided 
through several sources and a student may receive a combination 
of aid. The amount and type of aid is decided by federal, state 
and college regulations. For more information, call Financial 
Aid at 556-3650. 

ID Cards — B-219 Haverhill REET 


2 MLid 


Your ID enables you to take out library material, use intra- 


mural sporting or audiovisual equipment, gain admittance to the 
gymnasium facilities including the Fitness and Recreation 
Center and receive discounts or free admission to events spon- 
sored by the college. If you have lost your ID card, contact the 
registrar’s office at the Haverhill campus. For information about 
picture ID’s, contact Dina Brown at 556-3732. 

Library 

The libraries at both campuses maintain collections which 
support the college’s academic programs and provide for the 
research needs of the students. Quiet and group study space is 
available and librarians are on duty to assist with research and 
answer questions. Patrons can search for books by using a com- 
puterized on-line catalog. The NECC library can be acsessed via 
the internet at www.necc.mass.edu/library 

Parking 

Haverhill campus: Lots 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are designated stu- 
dent parking lots. Any person who must leave a vehicle on cam- 
pus overnight must tell security before leaving campus. 
Visitor/staff parking is in lots 2 and 3. Handicapped parking is 
available in all lots. Applications for handicapped permits may 
be obtained in the Learning Accommodations Center. 

Lawrence campus: Parking is available to students and staff 
at the campus and in parking lots on Common Street. Curb-side 
parking is not advised. Handicapped parking is available in the 
campus parking lot. 

Past Due Obligations 

The college has the right to withhold student transcripts 
and/or grades until all borrowed material has been returned and 
all debts are paid. Disciplinary action may also be taken against 
a student who fails to meet these obligations. 

Scholarships — B-217, B-216 Haverhill/L-100 Lawrence 

Contact the financial aid office for a list of available schol- 
arships. 

Voter Registration — F-133 Haverhill/L-105 Lawrence 

Massachusetts mail-in registration forms are available from 
the student activities offices at the Haverhill and Lawrence cam- 
puses. 

Handicapped/Disabled Evacuation 

People who are unable to use the stairs should familiarize 
themselves with the designated evacuation areas on both cam- 
puses. Any questions should be addressed to the Learning 
Accommodations Center at the Haverhill campus, room F-115. 
The elevator is not to be used for fire evacuation. Disabled/hand- 
icapped individuals will be evacuated by stairwells as quickly 
and safely as possible. Handicapped evacuation areas have been 
clearly marked with red signs in each building. These will serve 
as centralized areas where people will be helped to get out of the 
building. 
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Campus directory: Who to see, where to find ‘em 


What 

Absence 

Academic Advising 
Advising questions 

Advisor Assignments 
Alumni Activities 
Assessment Testing 
Athletics/Sports 
Books/Supplies/Gifts/Cards 
Bus Passes/Schedules 
Career Advice/Information 
Changing Programs 
Childcare/Child Enrichment 
Club/Student Organizations 
Cooperative Education 
Computer Labs 

Computer Labs 

Computer Labs 

Counseling (Personal) 
Course Registration/Changes 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Disability Accommodations 
Emergencies 

English as a Second Language 
FAX 

Fees/Billing 

Financial Aid 

Fitness 

Grievances 

Health Insurance/Records 
Health Problems 
Housing/Apartment listing 
ID Cards 

Interpreters 

Jobs 

Laminations 

Learning Accommodations 
Library Card 

Loans, Grants 

Lockers 

Lost and Found 

Math Assistance 
Newspaper (Campus) 
Notary Public 

Notetaker (get or be) 
Parking Stickers 

Parking with Disabilities 
Personal Counseling 
Photocopies 

Psychiatric Disability Support 
Reading Assistance 
Recreation/Intramurals 
Scholarships 

Stamps 

Student Activities 

Student Senate 

Study Abroad 

Transcripts 

Transferring to Another Coliege 
Travel - tickets/information 
Tutoring 

Veterans’ Services 
Women’s Issues 
Work-Study 

Writing Assistance 


Who 

Your instructor 

Academic Advising Ctr 

Your advisor 

Academic Affairs 

Alumni office 

Assessment Center 

Athletic office 

Bookstore 

Student Activities Dept 

Career Development Center 
Admissions 

Little Sprouts Childcare Ctr 
Student Activities Dept 

Career Development Center 
Computer Lab Haverhill (PC) 
Computer Lab Haverhill (Mac) 
Computer Lab Lawrence 
Counseling Center 

Registrar’s office 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 
Learning Accommodations Center 
Security office 

English as a Second Language 
Student Activities Dept 
Bursar’s office 

Financial Aid office 

Fitness Center 

Student Services office 
Student Health Services 
Student Health Services 
Student Activities Dept 

Student Activities Dept 
Interpreting Services 

Career Development Center 
Student Activities Dept 
Learning Accommodations Center 
Library 

Financial Aid office 

Student Activities Dept 
Security office 

Math Lab 

Observer Newspaper 
Bookkeeping 

Learning Accommodations Center 
Security office 

Learning Accommodations Center 
Counseling Center 

Library 

Supportive Education 

Reading Lab 

Recreation Desk 

Financial Aid office 

Student Activities Dept 

Student Activities Dept 

Student Senate office 

Study Abroad Programs 
Registrar’s office 

Advising Center 

Essex County Travel 

Academic Support Center, Pace 
Veterans or Financial Aid office 
Women’s Network 

Financial Aid office 

Writing Lab 


NECC Haverhill Campus 


A Harold Bentley Library 
B Applied Science Building 
C John H. Spurk Building 
D Spon & Fitness Center 

E Science Building 

F Student Center 

G Maintenance 


Haverhill 
B204 ext. 3805 


B201 ext.3325 
A301 ext.3621 
C208 ext.3872 
D123 ext.3820 
F101 ext.3999 
F133 ext.3731 
C300 ext.3722 
B219 ext.3600 
D-Bldg ext.3004 
F133 ext.3731 
C300 ext.3722 
B301/B303/B307/B309/B310/A111 
B312/B314 


Fi21 ext.3790 
B216 ext.3700 
F131 ext.3685 TText. 3673 
F113 ext.3705 
C112-A_—ext.2222 
B116 ext.3408 
Figs ext.3731 
B216 ext.3895 
B217 ext.3650 
D154 ext.3819 
B209 ext.3625 
F112 ext.3770 
Fii2 ext.3770 
F133 ext.3731 
F133 ext.3731 
F103 ext.3897/3658 
C300 ext.3722 
F133 ext.3731 
Pais ext.3705 
HAV ext.3400 
B217 ext.3650 
F133 ext.3731 
C112-A_—ext.3689 
C201 ext.3848 
F125 ext.3633,ext. 3640 
F125 ext.3940 
F113 ext.3705 
C112-A_—ext.3689 
F113 ext.3705 
F121 ext.3790 
HAV ext.3400 
F105 ext. 3674 
C211 ext.3844 
D-Bildg _ext.3823 
B217 ext.3650 
F133 ext.3731 
F133 ext.3731 
F137 ext.3739 
B126 ext.380 
B216 ext. 3700 
B204 ext. 3805 
C212-B_ ext.3636 
C200-A_ ext.3403 
B108/B217ext. 3737 
F125-H_ ext.ext.3832 
B217 ext.3607 
C205 ext.3406 


To 110 
‘Downtown 
Haverhill 


Lawrence 

L142 ext.7423/7485 
L100 

L100 ext. 7425 


LAW 686-4158 
L133 ext.7417 


L100 ext.7408 
L151 689-9980 
L133 ext.7417 


L237/L239/L241 
L108 
L100 ext.7485 


Atrium —_ ext.7499 


L100 ext.7485 
L103 ext.7487 
YMCA ~ ext.7417 
L100 ext.7402 
L134 ext.7482 
L134 ext.7482 
L133 ext.7417 
be ies! ext.7417 
ipod ext. 3897 


L133 ext.7417 
LAW ext.7400 
L103 ext.7410 
L133 ext.7417 


Atrium — ext.7499 
LAW ext.7425 


Atrium — ext.7499 


LAW ext.7400 
LAW ext.7425 
L103 ext.7410 
L133 ext.7417 
L133 ext.7417 
L142 ext.7419 


L100 ext. 7485 


L103 ext.740 
LAW ext.7425 
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Honors Experience cultivates diverse talents 


NECC students soar 
above and beyond 
in Honors projects 


By Pror. GINGER HURAJT 
Guest Contributor 


hirteen students successfully 
completed Honors projects 
at Northern Essex in the 
Spring 2001 semester. Some of the 
projects showcased artistic talent, 
as in the production of a 45-minute 
film written, directed, and acted by 
three students in Linda Kraus’ Film 
Noir directed-studies class, and in 
the creation of a Celtic alphabet by 
Graphic Design student Dena 
Smulski. 
Some of the projects were more 
traditionally academic, completed 
in psychology and history courses. 


who have added an honors project 
to their already busy lives. An 
Honors tea is held early on so stu- 
dents can meet each other and dis- 
cuss their work. 

An end-of-semester dinner and 
outing offers students a break and 
rewards their efforts. Last fall hon- 
ors students visited Portsmouth, 
N.H., where they ate at a Thai 
restaurant and saw a performance 
at the Seacoast Repertory Theater; 
later they took in the Alice Neele 
exhibit at the Addison Gallery in 
Andover. 

In the spring students gathered 
at the Bombay Mahal restaurant in 
Lowell for a taste of Indian food; 
this was followed by the play 
“Visiting Mr. Green” at the 
Merrimack Repertory Theater. 

The Spring 2001 Honors 
Colloquium course was entitled 
“Mills on the Merrimack” and cen- 
tered on the history, literature, 

environment and cul- 
Lowell. 


+ eae, “cesses ture oO f 
Students took several 


The Honors Experience 
offers students an avenue 
for independent study. It 
enables students to reach 
their highest potential. 


For the first time, the opportunity 
to complete projects outside of 
Liberal Arts in any eligible course 
leading to a degree was offered; 
the challenge was taken up in an 
HTML class by Robert Calkins and 
by Nursing students David 
Spofford and Katherine DeKanter. 
Last spring Laura Jones walked to 
the podium as the first Honors 
Experience graduate. 

Completion of an Honors proj- 
ect will earn a student Honors 
credit for the course (reflected on 
the transcript), and is the first step 
in earning an Honors Experience 
designation on a student’s diploma. 
Any student with a 3.3 grade point 
average may attempt an Honors 
project for a course, but a 3.5 GPA 
is required for admission into the 
Honors Experience. 

Honors Experience students 
must complete three Honors proj- 
ects over the course of several 
semesters, and enroll in the Honors 
Colloquium course. 

Returning students who are eli- 
gible for the Honors Experience 
are contacted by letter and invited 
to an orientation session at the 
beginning of each semester (new 
students should contact the Honors 
Coordinator). 

After deciding in which course 
they would like to do a project and 
getting the cooperation of the 
course instructor, who serves as 
mentor, students submit a proposal 
of their project for approval by the 
Honors Committee. 

During the semes- 


field trips to the city, 


visiting the Boott 
Cotton Mills, the 
Whistler House 


Museum of Art, the 
Brush Art Gallery, and 
Umass Lowell, where 
they were invited to a 
discussion of Jack 
Kerouac’s work by 
Professor Hilary 
Holladay, and to the Honors 
Seminar. 

Local author Jane Brox came to 
Northern Essex and met with the 
colloquium class to read and dis- 
cuss her work on the Merrimack 
Valley, and film-maker Henry 
Ferrini was invited to campus to 
screen his latest work, “Lowell 
Blues: The Words of Jack 
Kerouac.” 

The next Honors Colloquium 
course, open to any student with a 
3.5 GPA, will be offered in the 
Spring 2002 semester and is cur- 
rently titled “Crime and 
Punishment in the United States: 
An Exploration of Perspectives.” 
The course will engage students in 
an in-depth exploration of selected 
controversial topics related to the 
concept of crime and criminal jus- 
tice in the United States. 

The Honors Experience offers 
students an avenue for independent 
study in the field of their interest, 
and the opportunity for expanding 
their academic achievements. 

It enables students to reach 
their highest potential, while it 
supports the incredible body of tal- 
ent found at Northern Essex, 
among both students and faculty. 

Students with questions about 
the Honors Experience may pick 
up a brochure in the Honors Corner 
in the third floor lounge of the C 
building, or contact Ginger Hurajt, 
Honors Coordinator, C314A, at 
(978) 556-3454, or 
ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


ter the student works 


assistance from the 
faculty mentor, to pre- 


pare a project that will Any student with a 3-3 grade 

be presented to both point average may attempt an 

the student’s class and e N 

to. the Honors Honors project, but a 3.5 GP. 

SSesceein ~ is required for admission into 
ocial gatherings . 

and attendance at cul- the Honors Experience. 


tural events help to 
bring a sense of com- 
munity to students 


Honorable accomplishments: 


From nursing to early opera history 


Katherine de Kanter 

“Pain Management in Childbirth” 
Nursing II 

Mentor: Cheryl Vincent 


Jannaruth Jenner 

“What Makes Marriage Work” 
Introduction to Psychology 
Mentor: Maureen Dadekian Eckel 


Robert Calkins 

“Welcoming Byfield to the 
Cyberspace World” 

HTML 

Mentor: Ann Leonard 


Dena Smulski 

“Celtic Illuminated Alphabet” 
Graphic Design II 

Mentor: Eyjo Katagiri 


Maria Rios-Moya 

“Ivan Petrovich Pavlov: The 
Beginning of Behaviorism” 
Introduction to Psychology 
Mentor: Sandra DeVellis 


Renay McManus 

Italian Cinema : Reflections of a 
Changing Society 

Introduction to Italian II 

Mentor: Laureen Laffey 


Laura Jones 

“The Cleanest Place on Earth” 
Introduction to Creative Arts 
Mentor: Elaine Mawhinney 


Gail Haughton 

“The English Reformation: 
Translators, the Printing Press, and 
the Puritans” 

World Civilization II 

Mentor: Andrew Morse 


Sara Beth Kevorkian 

“One Way Out” 

Directed Studies: Introduction to 
Film Noir 

Mentor: Linda Kraus 


Zhana Levitsky 

“One Way Out” 

Directed Studies: Introduction to 
Film Noir 

Mentor: Linda Kraus 


Justin Termini 

“One Way Out” 

Directed Studies: Introduction to 
Film Noir 

Mentor: Linda Kraus 


David Spofford 

“Tardive Dyskenesia: Frustrations 
in the Treatment of 
Schizophrenia” 

Anatomy and Physiology II 
Mentor: Liz Hoyt 


Beverly Knapp 

“The Early History of the Opera 
through the 1800’s” 

Introduction to Italian II 

Mentor: Laureen Laffey 


Are you crazy and disorganized, too? 


Why do 
we leave 
things for the 
last moment? 
Haven’t you 
ever thought 
about it? You 
might be one 
of the few 
individuals 
who has_ her 
whole life planned out and has the 
luxury of doing things with enough 
time in advance. 

But for me it has never been like 
that, and I wonder with some anxiety 
if it will always be this way. 

For instance, if the inspection 
sticker on my car expires in June; 
instead of getting a new sticker at the 
beginning of the month I wait until the 
very last moment. I wait until the last 
day of the moth when everything is 
extremely hectic, and I go through a 
lot of anxiety as I wonder if I will be 
able to get it that day, or if I will have 
to wait until the next day and drive a 
car with an expired inspection sticker 


(which I have done in the past). 

Then when I finally get things set- 
tled and fixed, I tell myself that this is 
the last time this will happen to me, 
and that next year I will renew it a 
month before it expires. But again the 
following year the story just seems to 
repeat itself. 

For a while I thought I was the 
only disorganized crazy person in the 
world, but I have learned that unfortu- 
nately most people that I know live 
lives that are as hectic and crazy as 
mine. I mean, for me and a lot of peo- 
ple I know, going to school and hay- 
ing a job occupies most of their time, 
leaving very little space for having an 
“organized life.” 

If you were one of the many peo- 
ple who left registration for classes for 
the very last week, then you probably 
met other people that like me seem to 
leave everything for the last moment. 
I was a returning student who had the 
chance to register even before the 
spring semester ended and have first 
pick on classes, but, no, not me. Of 
course, I missed the first deadline and 
after that I kept telling myself that I 
would do it next week, and then the 
next week I would say the same, until 


in Aug. 10, I got a final notice from 
NECC saying that if I did not register 
immediately I might not be able to 
take the classes I wanted to. 

So after this final warning I decid- 
ed I needed to register immediately 
and I did, but, like they warned me, 
most of the classes I needed had been 
filled and the ones that weren’t full 
had crazy hours in the middle of the 
day which would conflict with my 
work schedule. 

Finally after arguing, begging, 
two days of stress and five different 
registration sheets, I finally got my 
schedule ready for my last semester 
at NECC and felt that everything 
would be all right at least for now. 
Then after going through all this I 
once again have promised myself 
that next semester I will register on 
time. 

The right way to end the story 
would be a small phrase where I 
would say that I have learned my les- 
son and that next time will be differ- 
ent but the truth is that I highly doubt 
that I will change, and perhaps I am 
just one of those individuals who 
must be pressed to do things in order 
to get anything done. 
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Writing is both a cal 


Sarah Lawrence 
College brings 
writers together 


Prades, 
semester, my 
creative non- 
fiction instruc- 
tor suggested I 
attend a writ- 
ing retreat or 
seminar over 
the summer. 
While looking 
through Poets 
and Writers magazine, I saw an ad for 
such a seminar taking place at Sarah 
Lawrence College — a school I am 
considering transferring to after 
NECC. I applied to the program and 
for the next month nervously awaited 
the decision. Fortunately it was good 
news and on June 24, my parents 
dropped me off in Bronxville, N.Y., 
where | stayed for a week. 

This was my first time in any sort 
of workshop outside of school, and I 
did not know what to expect. Most of 
the _ participants 
were much older 


Arts & Entertainment 


Sarah Lawrence I could be left alone 
whenever I wanted. I was also in the 
company of people who could help me 
with my writing and I took advantage 
of that at every opportunity. The peo- 
ple in my workshop had reactions to 
my writing that I hadn’t even consid- 
ered and every time someone spoke, 
new directions were opened up to me. 
The feedback was one of the best parts 
about the whole week. 

There were faculty readings and 
lectures daily which were helpful, 
interesting and just plain fun. Ted 
Conover’s talk “Sending Myself to 
Jail” was my favorite. He calls his 
work “participatory journalism” — 
actually getting involved in whatever 
you're writing about (most recently in 
his case this has been becoming a 
prison guard). At the end of the semi- 
nar, there was a panel discussion about 
publishing which was very informa- 
tive. Faculty members shared experi- 
ences with publishers and offered sug- 
gestions about the kind of places we 


should submit. The entire seminar was _ 


set up to help us find our voices and 

grow as writers. Everything we did 
was helping us toward that goal. 

Student readings took place in the 

evening and they were also great to go 

to. Although I was too nervous to 

share my work, I 

enjoyed hearing 

others share — 


than me and the “= =5\ 9 ae some of the par- 
people closest to ticipants were 


my age were all in 


truly amazing. 


or had recently fin- "This was my first time I am not sure 
ished _—_ graduate : ay if the atmosphere 
school. I was nerv- In any sort of work of the school is 
ous about the age Shop outside of always so wel- 
gap at first, but school, and I did not coming or if it 
when I voiced my —_ know what to expect. had to do with 


fears to Susan, a 
member of my 
workshop, she told 
me that “to be so 
directed so young is truly a blessing.” 
The seminar included roughly 100 
participants and there were only 10 of 
them in my workshop. The small num- 
ber of people and the closeness 
inspired by our workshops, along with 
Susan’s kind words, soon put me at 
ease. 

It was incredibly amazing to be in 
such an inspired and inspiring group of 
people. Every day we had our work- 
shops from 9:30 a.m. until noon; the 
rest of the day was ours to fill with 
writing, conferences, lectures, facul- 
ty/student readings and supplementary 
workshops. I was in the non-fiction 
workshop with Jane Bernstein, a smart 
and talented writer. 

Our group was filled with people 
all approaching non-fiction from dif- 
ferent areas and for different reasons, 
which made for extremely interesting 
interaction each day. Jane assigned 
various exercises and, although they 
weren’t mandatory, everyone complet- 
ed them, seeming to enjoy how they 
got us all thinking. Besides my daily 
workshop, I signed up for “Making Art 
from Art” and “Dreams.” In “Making 
Art From Art,” we all took a piece of 
writing (our own or someone else’s) 
and then created a visual piece of art 
from those words. In “Dreams,” one 
person shared a dream that each mem- 
ber of the workshop then claimed as 
their own to interpret and write about 
in their own way. 

I spent most of my free time in the 
dorm room I was staying in or in the 
library, working on pieces I had been 
assigned or just writing anything that 
came to mind. I wanted to document 
my entire stay there because from the 
first day, I realized there was a lot to 
gain by the environment as well as the 


the attitudes of 
the people 
involved, but 
either way it was 
easy to feel right at home the entire 
week. Even though the seminar was 
filled with a bunch of writers and 
poets, we still wanted to have some 
fun, so to spice things up a bit, there 
were a few softball games and a dance 
our last night there. 

The faculty and students came 
from all over — a few were even from 
other countries and it was really com- 
forting to be in the company of people 
who feel the same passion for writing 
as I do. People talked about writing 
books, being a poet in residence or 
editing a magazine like it was no big 
deal — because it isn’t, but it can seem 
like a huge, unattainable deal some- 
times when you feel cut off from any 
sort of writing community. 

The stay at Sarah Lawrence intro- 
duced me to new people and new ideas 
— it gave me something I was lacking, 
this sense of belonging and together- 
ness. While I don’t consider myself 
someone who needs a group to feel 
comfortable — I do like the idea of 
being around people who don’t raise 
their eyebrows and cluck their tongues 
when I say I study writing, instead 
they smile in understanding and say 
they’! be watching for me. It’s a great 
feeling. 

Sarah Lawrence has been holding 
this seminar for the past eight years 
and they have no plans to stop any 
time soon. They’ve also started a pup- 
pet workshop. For more information 
on both of these, log on to 
http://www.slc.edu. 

If writing and puppeteering aren’t 
your thing, try looking around online 
or in magazines, chances are you’ll 
find something you’re interested in 
and hopefully you'll have the kind of 
unforgettable experience I stumbled 


A CALLING AND A CRAFT: Pen and paper are the tools of the writer. 


Student 
senate 
Neets 

You! 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


eFree giveaways! 
eMeet the college 
administration! 
eLooks good on 
resume! 

eTrip to Cape Cod! 


eMeet other students! 


Positions Now 
Available 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 


parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 
Senate is now looking 
for 15 interested stu- 
dents to get involved, 
The time commitment 
is minimal, and the 
requirements include: 


—>Attending weekly meetings 
—>Holding regular office hours 
—>Participating in other meetings, as 


needed 


Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 


more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 


Student Senate 


ling and a craft 


Jeralyn Mason photo 


Haverhill Campus, Student Center F133 
Tel: 978 556 3731 (awrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


people around me. Athome I am con- —_ypon. 
stantly surrounded by distractions — at 


Page 13. NECC Observer 


Sept. 5, 2001 


K Records puts a new twist on performance art 


Paper Opera Tour com- 
bines props, audience 


participation and music 


By JERALYN MASON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


As I stood in line on Harvard 
Street in Brookline, MA waiting for 
the doors of the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre to open, “What is a Paper 
Opera?” was the question swirling 
around my mind. I had heard that it 
was a tour featuring Calvin Johnson 
(founder of K Records) and fellow 
musicians Khaela Maricich and Phil 
Elvrum, but I still really wasn’t sure 
what to expect. 

The K Records website says, 
“Paper Opera combines found 
props, difficult tasks, home-made 
music and blank verse into a pro- 
gram that can veer from cut and 
paste tableau to spontaneous hoot- 
enanny. 

Cast members are encouraged to 
blend their stage identities with 
those they assume or portray in 
other fields of performance. 
Theatrical cross-training. Fables in 
rhyme. Alice through the 
proscenuim arch, darkly.” I hadn’t 
seen this definition before I made 
the decision to see the performance, 
however, I’ve been a fan of Calvin 
Johnson and his record label for the 
past six years, so I was looking for- 
ward to it. 

The show took place in the 
upstairs room at the Coolidge 
Corner Theatre. To the left of the 


stage there was an area sectioned off 
with sheets and a sign stating 
“cave.” A projection screen behind 
the stage soon lit up with the face of 
Khaela Maricich delivering a mock 
airline safety message. Then she 
and Phil Elvrum entered the cave 
with the video camera still on them, 
while Calvin Johnson came out to 
play a few solo songs to “warm up” 
the crowd. 

Before playing, he informed the 
audience that there were “chal- 
lenges” written on pieces of paper 
and stuck under select seats. 
Audience members were expected 
to carry out their challenges—vari- 
ous ways of disrupting the perform- 
ance - throughout the show. 

The night that ensued was one of 
craziness and hilarity. Some of the 
performances included: “Mean 
King Death” in which a bunch of 
audience members pretended to die 
in a plane crash; Calvin offering up 
his take on personal ads for the 
judgement of the audience (my per- 
sonal favorite was “Eminently date- 
able gentleman seeks graceful artis- 
tic-type. Must be sweet, loving and 
susceptible to violent mood swings. 
We'll trade recipes and other 
secrets. I own a car!”); and Calvin 
and Khaela acting out a phone con- 
versation with the use of a shadow 
box and an audience member’s cell 
phone. 

These and a few other interest- 
ing yet unconnected skits were bro- 
ken up with solo musical perform- 
ances by Phil, Khaela and Calvin. 
Phil played songs from his band The 
Microphones, Khaela performed 
music from her project Get The Hell 


Joanne Kim photo 


Calvin Johnson and Khaela Maricich challenge audiences with their new tour 


Out Of The Way Of The Volcano, 
and Calvin gave some of his Dub 
Narcotic Sound System songs a 
twist by playing them with an 
acoustic guitar. All three have 
incredibly beautiful voices and 
unique ways of performing. During 
Phil’s performance, I completed my 
challenge which read “enter cave 
anytime.” After entering, I played 
with some of the toystwo home- 
made dolls, a non-functioning key- 
board and an orange—while my 


actions were filmed and projected 
on the screen behind the stage so the 
whole audience could watch what I 
was doing. 

The audience challenges gave 
the performance even more of a 
relaxed and_ silly atmosphere. 
Everyone seemed to be enjoying 
themselves—whether they were 
pretending to be dead or throwing 
paper airplanes at the stage. 

The night was finished with a 
sing-along about the moon (one 


audience member’s challenge was to 
hold the words up for everyone to 
see) and a tea and cookie reception 
in the upstairs lobby. 

Unfortunately, there are no more 
shows in this area for you to catch, 
however, K Records is constantly 
doing interesting, innovative things 
like this tour as well as putting out 
great records by amazing artists. 

For more information, be sure to 
check out http://www.kpunk.com. 


Profound life experiences expressed by Neurosis 


By ADAM CARTER 
Opinion Editor 


Aggressive, grinding, chaotic, 
and yet melodic and often stun- 
ningly beautiful are the best words 
I can find to sum up the work of 
Neurosis. 

The paradox is obvious in those 
words, but life brings countless 
paradoxes that once experienced 
will inspire growth in a person. 
This notion has been explored time 
and again in the lyrical content of 
this band’s 14-year career. 

Hailing from San Francisco, 
this five-piece ensemble has set 
down a veritable catalog of human 
feeling and experience in the form 
of records. This became obvious by 
the time of their 1998 release, 
“Times of Grace,” to a higher 
degree on the “Sovereign” EP, and 
now blatantly so on the newest 
release, “A Sun That Never Sets.” 

The originality and integrity 
maintained by this band in their 
music is unmatched and unparal- 
leled by any other. 

There is a wealth of diversity of 
music in the songs, from tribal 
beats to violent metal guitar riffs to 
acoustic instruments such as the 
violin and viola, to pianos to elec- 
tronic sound manipulation, to 
vocals that range from the softest of 
whispers to singing to outright 
screaming. 

The boundaries of musical 
experimentation are pushed and 
tested harder and farther with each 
album. What they do strays far 


from the (dare I say it?) boring 
mainstream current. 

Lyrically, the songs are con- 
cerned with the conflicts arising 
between flesh and spirit, and of 
experiences that often result in 
pain; but the lyrics speak of growth 


EVER 


va 


through the endurance of all of 
life’s pains. 

The span of experiences 
explored range from love to rage, 
from utter confusion to a state of 
understanding that liberates the 
mind, from the burden of inner- 


emptiness to spiritual ecstasy and 
transcendence. The words are not 
explicit, but metaphorical, which 
can allow the listeners to interpret 
and draw their own personal mean- 
ing from the songs. 

This band’s music demands the 


full attention of the listener. It is 
not something one would put on at 
a party or as background music. To 
absorb and understand, to appreci- 
ate this work, one must surrender 
the mind to it for the span of the 
album. Granted, it’s not for every- 
body. Some may hear it and feel 
it’s too intense, and many may just 
not be into it. 

Another interesting aspect of 
this band is their alter ego project, 
Tribes of Neurot. It’s the same 
band under a different name. For 
every Neurosis album released, 
Tribes of Neurot releases a com- 
panion CD. 

On the inner sleeve of the 
album jackets is a note, which sug- 
gests listeners play a Neurosis 
album simultaneously with its spe- 
cific Tribes of Neurot companion 
disc, on two separate players in the 
same room. 

It’s quite the mind trip, a full-on 
sensory overload of sound. Of 
course, it’s great to experience both 
sides of this band individually as 
well (not everybody has two stereo 
systems in their bedroom!). 

The music of Tribes is extreme- 
ly experimental in nature, mostly 
composed of oddly synthesized 
sounds and electronically altered 
music, which is even stranger than 
that of Neurosis. 

So what more can be said of 
this band, their work, their music, 
and this new album? Simply this: 
much in the way of insight and a 
renewed appreciation for life can 
be gained, if one has the right set of 
ears and an open mind. 
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HOROSCOPES: 
By Miss Anna 


(AP) For week 9/9 - 9/15, 2001 

ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

Resist any temptations to gloss over details. This week they 
need your careful scrutiny. You will get alot done early, but later 


your mind may wander and energy level will slow down. 
Exercise initiative and watch doors open for you. The chance 
you’ve been waiting for is here. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

Weekend getaways and recreational pastimes are highlighted 
this week. Watch your spending. Patience will be needed because 
you will tend to rush into certain things. Enjoy times with friends. 
If little things start going wrong, take a break and reflect. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

There’s an accent on family life and domestic matters this 
week. One family member may need encouragement from you. 
You are now ready to investigate new career opportunities. 
Explore your options. Both travel and recreational pastimes are 
happily highlighted. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

A burdensome responsibility is lifted from your shoulders 
this week. Try not to be overly critical of a child. You may change 
your perspective towards a financial matter. Take care to go easy 
on your use of credit. Guard against romantic tiffs. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

Getting your house in tip top shape will be a priority during 
the week. Avoid any arguments about money. Luck will be with 
you especially concerning partnership matters, legal affairs and 
travel. Some will make marriage plans. Opportunity is found 
everywhere. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 

You will have a good head for for fact and figures now. 
Attend to bookkeeping and meet with financial advisors. 
Unexpected business developments are to your advantage. You 
will achieve the most success by accepting offered suggestions 
and cooperating with others. 

LIBRA: (September 24 - October 23) 

This week it may be best to avoid causing emotional scenes 
with any partners. Romance will have a dreamy aspect for you. 
You and a lover will be very much on the same wavelength. 
There will be a social connection that will prove helpful in busi- 
ness. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 - November 22) 

You may meet with extra incidental expenditures right now. 
However, the implusive buy may not be the correct choice. Be 
sensible in regards to spending. Mix-ups in communication are 
possible now, or some information you receive will be in error. 
Avoid commitments without advice. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 - December 21) 

A small disappointment may arise in regards to a friendship 
this week. But you will be pleased with the positive business and 
financial developments that occur now. Either you or your part- 
ner may spend extravagantly. It’s not a good time to loan money. 
Protect your resources. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 20) 

This week you may make up with someone from whom 
you’ve been estranged. An old friend gives you good advice this 
week. A home matter may require attention. You may be making 
travel plans on the spur of the moment. Money developments are 
on a positive note. Avoid neglecting duties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 - February 19) 

Your cleverness and efficiency will bring you notable success 
at work this week. But be careful in financial dealings. You will 
be a welcome addition at any gathering, for you’re the life of the 
party. Avoid any flippant remarks. Things may be a bit hective on 
the homefront. Be patient with family members. 

PISCES: (February 20 - March 20) 

Utilize your time wisely this week. Don’t spread yourself too 
thin. Make a schedule. You may not get around to a task that real- 
ly needs to be done. You will achieve the greatest success by 
helping others to solve problems. Guard against overindulgence, 
and don’t overspend. 


IF NEXT WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: You’ll have some 
inspired thoughts about either a business or financial matter. This 
is the right time to tell a romantic interest how much you care. 
Cooperation from others may be difficult to obtain. Singles may 
need to be aware of insincere newcomers. 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


“American Pie 2” is the funniest 
movie I have seen since...well, 
“American Pie.” 

Although there is no fornicating 
with baked goods in the sequel, the 
cast delivers a memorable film and 
adds to the success of the first 
movie. 

“The American Pie” series has 
the potential to be the next comedy 
franchise and could possibly put 
“Caddyshack” and “Porky’s” to bed. 

In “American Pie 2,” Jim, Oz, 
Kevin, and Finch find themselves 
together again after a year of col- 
lege. With nothing to do for the sum- 
mer, they rent a beach house in order 
to throw the best party ever. Going 
along for the ride is the always- 
funny sexhound, Stifler. 

The fact that the entire cast of 
the first movie reunited really made 
the film work. Each actor plays their 
character to a tee, whether it is the 
sexually confused Jim or his med- 
dling Dad. 


photo courtesy Universal Pictures 


The cast was reunited for the hilarious sequel. 


The thing I like about this movie 
is that it let the characters evolve-a 
lot more than in the first. You get to 
see more of their personality. 

The movie goes for the regular 
gross-out- humor, like other horrible 
teenage comedies (i.e. “Scary 


Movie”), but the way they set it up 
makes you forget that it’s disgusting 
and leaves you wanting more. 

If you are a fan of “Porky’s,” 
“Animal House,” or the original 
“American Pie,” you'll love this 
movie. 


Jay and Silent Bob don’t have 
what it takes to carry a 2-hour film 


Kevin Smiths first 
flicks were smart and 
funny, but this one isnt 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


If you liked “Clerks,” “Chasing 
Amy,” and “Dogma,” you may like 
“Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back,” 
however, I didn’t. 

Although I liked the other 
Kevin Smith movies, I thought they 
were smart comedies and very orig- 
inal. “Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back” seems to be more of the stu- 
pid teen comedy, being marketed 
towards the idiot crowds who will 
shovel out $8.50 for anything on a 
big screen. 

In the latest Smith movie, Smith 
himself, along with Jason Mewes, 
portray the title characters. When 
Jay and Silent Bob learn there is a 
movie being made that is based on 
their comic book counterparts, 
Bluntman and Kronic, they set of to 
Hollywood to stop try to stop its 
production. 

They do this because being the 
stoners that they are they believe 
that the negative Internet reviews of 
the movie are a personal reflection 
on them. Along the way, they 
encounter a band of international 
jewel thieves, an orangutan, and 
many other eccentric characters. 

Also, cameos are made by many 
stars including George Carlin, Ben 
Affleck, Matt Damon, Will Farrell, 
Tracey Morgan, Carrie Fisher, 
Jason Biggs, Ali Larter and Chris 
Rock. In every scene without one of 
these people to play off of, Jay and 
Silent Bob get stale quick. Some 
scenes are funny, but the humor 
gets repetitive. 

Both the Jay and Silent Bob 
characters appeared in each of the 
previous Kevin Smith movies, but 


Steve Granitz/Wireimmage.com photo 


Kevin Smith, left, and Jason Mewes at the August premiere of 
Dimension's “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back.” 


they don’t have the stuff it takes to 
carry their own 2-hour film. 

Kevin Smith said recently that 
this was going to be the last we’ll 
ever see of Jay and Silent Bob, 
since he will be concentrating on 
expanding his vision and doing 
other films. 


As unfortunate as it is that they 
may never grace the screen with 
another cameo, maybe it’s time to 
move on. 

This movie is a reminder that 
some things are better in smaller 
doses. 
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Do you need stamps? 

What about a bus pass? 

Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? 


The answer to all these questions and more are 
found at the NECC Student Activities and 
Orientation Department. 


You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount 
movie tickets and more, all at low prices, you may 
even get a free meal, Just for stopping by! 


‘Student Activities & 


_ Orientation 


Open Monday — Friday 9am — 4pm, 
evenings by appointment 


Haverhill Campus — Student Center, F133 
Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room 133 


ody 


Tel: 978 556 3731 
Or check us at on the web at: 
Http://www.necc.mass.edu/StudentActivities 


ay 
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Welcome back 


Photos by Jeralyn Mason 


One Stop Registration was an easy 
way for people without a lot of time to get 
enrolled at NECC. 

Photos, clockwise from left: 

Chris Tullo gets help from a staff mem- 
ber while the rest of the crowed await their 
turn with an academic advisor; 

Kevin Stanley, Nancy Flynn and 
Colleen Walsh from the Registrar's Office 
print up schedules for students; 

Cara Forcino from Student Health 
Services gives out information to Ruthie 
Majukt, Julie Stewart, Toni D'angelo and 
Heidi Sheehan; and 

Angelique Girard, Jennifer Gauthier 
and other students wait in the registration 
line. 


